God's Master Plan Bible Study

Lesson 25 – The Resurrected Christ

God's Master Plan #25 – The Resurrected Christ


As the disciples and believers of Christ gradually discovered that He had been resurrected, the events of that Sunday passed as a whirlwind.  As the day ended, many of the disciples had gathered together in Jerusalem to discuss the events of the day when Jesus had suddenly appeared and showed Himself to them!  Before we move on in our Bible Study, we will first go back to clarify something that Jesus also told them at this first gathering:

John 20:21-22 So Jesus said to them again, " Peace be with you; as the Father has sent Me, I also send you." 22 And when He had said this, He breathed on them and said to them, "Receive the Holy Spirit.  

The disciples would not receive the Holy Spirit until some forty days later on the Day of Pentecost, but Jesus was already introducing to them the fact that they needed such an experience by commanding them to “receive the Holy Spirit.”  Interestingly this command was accompanied by His “breathing on them.”  This simple action reminded the disciples of who He was and of exactly what receiving the Holy Spirit would actually be.  The first time
 that we read of God breathing upon something is found in Genesis in the beginning:

Gen 2:7 Then the LORD God formed man of dust from the ground, and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life; and man became a living being. 

When God created man, He breathed into his nostrils to cause him to live.  Man was formed from the dirt just as all of the other animals
, but this “breath” from God made Adam distinctly different.  The difference between man and the animals is that man was given a spirit with which to commune with God, and it was this part of man – his spirit – that died when Adam and Eve sinned
.      

Rom 5:12 Therefore, just as through one man sin entered into the world, and death through sin, and so death spread to all men, because all sinned 

Because of Adam’s sin, the effects of that sin passed upon all men so that all humans are born with the punishment of sin in their lives and that judgment is a dead and dormant spirit.  The part of man that was placed into him by the breath of God is the part that is dead because of sin and therefore if man is to have his spirit revived and his relationship with God properly restored, he must again have the breath of the creator breathed upon him!   

Col 1:14-16 in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins. 15 He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation. 16 For by Him all things were created, both in the heavens and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or authorities — all things have been created through Him and for Him. 

These verses are about Jesus Christ and indicate that Jesus is “the image of the invisible God” and the very God that created “all things.”  Therefore when Jesus Christ breathed upon his disciples, he was acting in the role of the creator and revealing to them that when they received the Holy Spirit, it would actually be the reviving and resurrection of their spirit man!  No other era had provided for this regeneration of man’s spirit and relationship with God, but the coming Era of Grace would see it restored.  By breathing on His disciples, Jesus also reinforced His identity of God in flesh; the Creator among His creation! 
 

John 20:24-25 But Thomas, one of the twelve, called Didymus, was not with them when Jesus came. 25 So the other disciples were saying to him, "We have seen the Lord!" But he said to them, "Unless I see in His hands the imprint of the nails, and put my finger into the place of the nails, and put my hand into His side, I will not believe." 

The ten disciples and other followers of Christ were at the meeting where Jesus first showed Himself to His disciples, but for some reason Thomas was not present.  When the other disciples naturally found and related to Thomas what had happened, he replied that he would not believe “unless I see in His hands the imprint of the nails” and actually were able to touch the wounds in His body.  

John 20:26-27 After eight days His disciples were again inside, and Thomas with them. Jesus came, the doors having been shut, and stood in their midst and said, " Peace be with you." 27 Then He said to Thomas, " Reach here with your finger, and see My hands; and reach here your hand and put it into My side; and do not be unbelieving, but believing."  

A week later, the disciples met again together, and this time Thomas was present.  Again Jesus appeared among them despite the fact that all of the doors had been shut, and again Jesus greeted the disciples, but this time He turned directly to Thomas and said, “Here, touch my wounds!”
  

John 20:28-30 Thomas answered and said to Him, "My Lord and my God!" 29 Jesus said to him, "Because you have seen Me, have you believed? Blessed are they who did not see, and yet believed." 30 Therefore many other signs Jesus also performed in the presence of the disciples, which are not written in this book; 

With the revelation of Jesus’ resurrection also came the revelation for Thomas of who Jesus really was.  Thomas immediately proclaimed Jesus as, “my Lord and my God!”  At this meeting, after Thomas’ great confession, Jesus performed many other signs and miracles before the disciples which were not recorded in the Gospels.

From the Passover Feast to the Feast of Pentecost was fifty days.  Jesus ascended about a week before the Day of Pentecost and for the forty intermittent days, showed Himself at various times to His believers.  After the appearance to Thomas and the disciples on the second Sunday following the discovery of His resurrection, the scriptures are not detailed as to the exact timing and dates of Jesus’ appearances.  The Apostle Paul gave us some hints of some of these appearances in a later letter to the church of Corinth:    

1 Cor 15:5-7 and that He appeared to Cephas, then to the twelve. 6 After that He appeared to more than five hundred brethren at one time, most of whom remain until now, but some have fallen asleep; 7 then He appeared to James, then to all the apostles; 

Of most of these appearances we know only vague details.  We have just studied Jesus appearances to the inner core of the disciples.  We know nothing more about the appearance to “more than five hundred” other than it happened.  The appearance to “James” is to the half-brother of Jesus who became a believer only after this visit but who would become very instrumental in the early apostolic church
.  Until His ascension, there is only one other detailed appearance of the resurrected Christ in scripture during this forty-day period.    

John 21:1-3 After these things Jesus manifested Himself again to the disciples at the Sea of Tiberias, and He manifested Himself in this way. 2 Simon Peter, and Thomas called Didymus, and Nathanael of Cana in Galilee, and the sons of Zebedee, and two others of His disciples were together. 3 Simon Peter said to them, "I am going fishing." They said to him, "We will also come with you." They went out and got into the boat; and that night they caught nothing. 

John details for us a fishing trip of seven of the disciples led by Simon Peter.  This was not just a mere fishing trip but was a return for Peter, James, and John to the lifestyle and occupation from which Jesus had called them
!  It is not clear why Peter returned to his fishing habits, but it could be that the sporadic appearance of Jesus and its vast difference between His constant companionship during His earthly ministry, had caused Simon to become discouraged in following Christ.  Whatever the reasons for the trip, Peter and the other disciples learned that returning to their old habits would not prove profitable as they fished all night and caught nothing!  

John 21:4-6 But when the day was now breaking, Jesus stood on the beach; yet the disciples did not know that it was Jesus. 5 So Jesus said to them, "Children, you do not have any fish, do you?" They answered Him, "No." 6 And He said to them, " Cast the net on the right-hand side of the boat and you will find a catch." So they cast, and then they were not able to haul it in because of the great number of fish. 

As dawn broke, Jesus was standing on the nearby shore and called out to them, that if they wanted fish to throw the net on the right hand side of the boat.  When they obeyed, they could not pull the net into the boat for all of the fish!

John 21:7-8 Therefore that disciple whom Jesus loved said to Peter, "It is the Lord." So when Simon Peter heard that it was the Lord, he put his outer garment on (for he was stripped for work), and threw himself into the sea. 8 But the other disciples came in the little boat, for they were not far from the land, but about one hundred yards away, dragging the net full of fish. 

When John realized that the man standing on the bank was Jesus and revealed it to Simon, Peter threw on his coat leaped overboard, swimming for shore.  The other disciples came in the boat dragging the net to shore which about a modern football field’s length away
.  

John 21:9-11 So when they got out on the land, they saw a charcoal fire already laid and fish placed on it, and bread. 10 Jesus said to them, "Bring some of the fish which you have now caught." 11 Simon Peter went up and drew the net to land, full of large fish, a hundred and fifty-three; and although there were so many, the net was not torn. 

When they got to shore, Jesus already had breakfast prepared with some other fish and bread.  When they pulled the net in from the water, they discovered that they had caught one hundred and fifty-three large fish!
  

John 21:12-14 Jesus said to them, "Come and have breakfast." None of the disciples ventured to question Him, "Who are You?" knowing that it was the Lord. 13 Jesus came and took the bread and gave it to them, and the fish likewise. 14 This is now the third time that Jesus was manifested to the disciples, after He was raised from the dead. 

Having witnessed such a miracle of the great catch of fish, none of the disciples needed to ask the identity of the one standing on the bank!  All of the disciples then came and ate of the breakfast that Jesus had prepared.

John 21:15 So when they had finished breakfast, Jesus said to Simon Peter, "Simon, son of John, do you love Me more than these?" He said to Him, "Yes, Lord; You know that I love You." He said to him, "Tend My lambs."  

After breakfast, Jesus then singled out Peter and asked him if he still loved his Messiah.  Jesus then asked again:

John 21:16-17 He said to him again a second time, "Simon, son of John, do you love Me?" He said to Him, "Yes, Lord; You know that I love You." He said to him, " Shepherd My sheep." 17 He said to him the third time, "Simon, son of John, do you love Me?" Peter was grieved because He said to him the third time, "Do you love Me?" And he said to Him, "Lord, You know all things; You know that I love You." Jesus said to him, " Tend My sheep.  

Simon Peter had publicly denied Jesus Christ three times and so it is significant that Jesus would ask him three times “do you love me?”  The command following the question all three times had to do with “taking care of the sheep.”  Jesus had already prophesied that He would build his church with the leadership of Simon Peter involved, and now as He prepared to leave the earth and leave the era of Grace in the hands of His disciples, Jesus wanted to ensure that Peter was still loyal to the kingdom of God and still aware of the uniqueness of his calling
.  

John 21:18-19 "Truly, truly, I say to you, when you were younger, you used to gird yourself and walk wherever you wished; but when you grow old, you will stretch out your hands and someone else will gird you, and bring you where you do not wish to go." 19 Now this He said, signifying by what kind of death he would glorify God. And when He had spoken this, He said to him, " Follow Me!"  

Jesus then began to prophesy that when Peter was older, that he would be bound and imprisoned for the cause of Christ and would die as a martyr for the kingdom of God!  

John 21:20-21 Peter, turning around, saw the disciple whom Jesus loved following them; the one who also had leaned back on His bosom at the supper and said, "Lord, who is the one who betrays You?" 21 So Peter seeing him said to Jesus, "Lord, and what about this man?" 

Upon hearing of his prophesied demise, Simon Peter responded in the most human way possible and seeing John next to him, asked, “How will John die?”  

John 21:22-23 Jesus said to him, "If I want him to remain until I come, what is that to you? You follow Me!" 23 Therefore this saying went out among the brethren that that disciple would not die; yet Jesus did not say to him that he would not die, but only, "If I want him to remain until I come, what is that to you?"  

Jesus replied, “What does it matter the details of my calling on another person’s life?  You, Peter, follow me!”  In writing this, John lets us know that some of the disciples misunderstood what Jesus was saying and took this statement to mean that John would never die, but Jesus was simply telling Peter “if John were to remain alive until I come, what is it to you?”  John would eventually die, although he would outlive the other disciples.

Matt 28:16-17 But the eleven disciples proceeded to Galilee, to the mountain which Jesus had designated. 17 When they saw Him, they worshiped Him; but some were doubtful. 

In Jesus’ final physical appearances to his apostles, He gave them final instructions before ascending into the sky
.   Matthew, Mark, Luke, and the book of Acts all record some of these final instructions that are known today by scholars as “The Great Commission.”    

Matt 28:18-20 And Jesus came up and spoke to them, saying, " All authority has been given to Me in heaven and on earth. 19 " Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit, 20 teaching them to observe all that I commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the age."

Jesus commanded His disciples to go into every nation “baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost;” teaching everything that He had commanded them.  This is why the next book after the four Gospels in scripture is called “The Acts of the Apostles,” for it was the record of the disciples obeying this commandment from the Lord.  Not every teaching that Jesus gave His disciples is recorded verbatim in the four Gospels, so the Book of Acts is very important to see how the disciples acted in “obeying” everything that Jesus had commanded.  For example, many today insist on baptizing people by saying “in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Ghost.”  But they are merely repeating Jesus’ command, rather than obeying Jesus’ command
.  We will see that everywhere the disciples obeyed this commandment and baptized people, they did so by stating “in the name of Jesus.”
 In this lesson, we will briefly look at Jesus’ past words and see why baptizing “in the name of Jesus” was the only way that the disciples baptized:

Matt 1:21 "She will bear a Son; and you shall call His name Jesus, for He will save His people from their sins." 

When the angel appeared to Joseph confirming that Mary was with child from the Holy Spirit overshadowing her, the angelic messenger made sure that Joseph was to call the boy’s name “Jesus.”  There is a definite distinction and difference between the title of what Jesus was – a son – and His name.  “Son” is not the name of our Savior but rather “Jesus” is!  In order to properly name the Son of God, Joseph had to call out the name of “Jesus.”      

John 5:43 "I have come in My Father's name, and you do not receive Me; if another comes in his own name, you will receive him.  

Again, “Father” is a title of God not a name, and for Jesus to be able to say that He had “come in my Father’s name,” then obviously the name of the Father was “Jesus.”  

John 14:26 "But the Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in My name, He will teach you all things, and bring to your remembrance all that I said to you.  

In like manner, the term “Holy Spirit” is a title and not a name.  Jesus said that when the Holy Spirit was poured out, the Father would send it “in my name.”  Therefore the name of the Holy Spirit must be “Jesus.”  What all of this means is that the disciples understood a basic revealed truth that many today need to also grasp.  When the disciples baptized in the early apostolic church in the “name of Jesus,” they were not contradicting Jesus’ command but accurately obeying it because the name – singular, meaning one name – of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit is “Jesus!”  And only by having the name of Jesus called out over you are you truly baptized in the “name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit!”  

The Gospel of Mark also records the final words of Jesus to His disciples and gives us some more information
: 

Mark 16:15-16 And He said to them, " Go into all the world and preach the gospel to all creation. 16 " He who has believed and has been baptized shall be saved; but he who has disbelieved shall be condemned.  

Jesus once again commanded the disciples to go into the world and “preach the gospel.”
  People who believed and were baptized would be saved!  The Era of Grace was coming and believing the Word of God would still be a part of the new era, but a new command was added:  being baptized in the name of Jesus!
    

Mark 16:17-18 "These signs will accompany those who have believed: in My name they will cast out demons, they will speak with new tongues; 18 they will pick up serpents, and if they drink any deadly poison, it will not hurt them; they will lay hands on the sick, and they will recover."  

Jesus also went on to mention the signs of a true believer:  power over demonic activity, speaking in tongues, lack of fear of mortality, and power over sickness.  These signs will still accompany true belief in God’s word today!  Some people have taken this scripture and twisted it by forcing people to handle snakes or drink deadly poison to “prove their faith” and that is a misinterpretation of the scripture.  Divine protection is with us when we need it, but we should not tempt God
.  Paul proved this scripture to be literally true by shaking a viper off in a fire and not being harmed
.  This scripture does not mean that Christians are immortal, but shows that complete obedience to God’s Word will bring visible results in our lives!  

Luke 24:47-49 and that repentance for forgiveness of sins would be proclaimed in His name to all the nations, beginning from Jerusalem. 48 "You are witnesses of these things. 49 "And behold, I am sending forth the promise of My Father upon you; but you are to stay in the city until you are clothed with power from on high."  

Luke records the words of Jesus at this time as telling His disciples to preach “repentance for the forgiveness of sins.”  We will in coming lessons see that the “forgiveness of sins” is also a reference to water baptism
.  Jesus then went on to give further instructions that they were not to preach the gospel or travel anywhere until they had first returned to Jerusalem and received “power from on high.”  The Era of Grace was almost here!  Jesus Christ then ascended into the clouds and the disciples returned to Jerusalem to await the promised “power.”  Luke was also the writer of the Acts of the Apostles and gave us more details about the ascension in the first chapter of his second book:

Acts 1:3-5 To these He also presented Himself alive after His suffering, by many convincing proofs, appearing to them over a period of forty days and speaking of the things concerning the kingdom of God. 4 Gathering them together, He commanded them not to leave Jerusalem, but to wait for what the Father had promised, "Which," He said, "you heard of from Me; 5 for John baptized with water, but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days from now."  

Again, Jesus commanded His disciples not to leave Jerusalem until they had been “baptized with the Holy Spirit.”  This would happen, He promised, “not many days from now!”    

Acts 1:6-8 So when they had come together, they were asking Him, saying, "Lord, is it at this time You are restoring the kingdom to Israel?" 7 He said to them, "It is not for you to know times or epochs which the Father has fixed by His own authority; 8 but you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you shall be My witnesses both in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and even to the remotest part of the earth."  

Some of the disciples were still envisioning a literal earthly kingdom as the kingdom of God and did not realize that Jesus was yet again teaching them of a spiritual kingdom that was to come.  At His second coming – which is yet to happen – Jesus will set up an earthly rule in what is known as the Era of the Millennial Reign, but until then the focus of the disciples was to be witnesses in Jerusalem, and throughout the entire earth, and the power to do this would be given when they received the Holy Spirit!  Jesus again stressed the importance of receiving the Holy Spirit before the disciples did anything else for God.  

Acts 1:9-10 And after He had said these things, He was lifted up while they were looking on, and a cloud received Him out of their sight. 10 And as they were gazing intently into the sky while He was going, behold, two men in white clothing stood beside them. 

After those final words, Jesus began to ascend into the sky until He disappeared into the clouds.  As the disciples gazed in astonishment up into the sky where Jesus had vanished, suddenly two angels appeared to them!  

Acts 1:11 They also said, " Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking into the sky? This Jesus, who has been taken up from you into heaven, will come in just the same way as you have watched Him go into heaven." 

Jesus would come again physically to earth, but they were not to wait around for His return, because they were to preach the good news of His life, death, and resurrection all over the world!  Finally after thousands of years and prophecy after prophecy, the Era of Grace was coming with supernatural power for believers of Christ and the promise of the baptism of the Holy Spirit!  

� Actually, this scripture in Genesis along with the passage of Jesus doing so in John are the only instances that the Bible records anybody breathing on anybody!   


� See Genesis 1:24


� See God’s Master Plan Lesson #2.


� Because of this event, history has dubbed Thomas, “doubting Thomas,” a nickname that is in my opinion a little harsh.  He did not doubt, but merely wanted proof.  Perhaps less catchy but more accurate titles for Thomas could be “I-learned-for-myself-the-danger-of-missing-church Thomas” or “Just-wanted-to-make-sure Thomas.”  In fairness to this mislabeled disciple, none of the other disciples believed until they had actually seen Jesus, except Peter and John who did not believe until they saw the empty grave clothes. 


� And write the book of the New Testament called “James.”  Another half-brother of Jesus would also be converted during these forty days following His resurrection and would eventually write the New Testament book of “Jude.”   


� The “Sea of Tiberius” is another name for the “Sea of Galilee.”  


� The lesson that Jesus was trying to get across to Simon Peter still applies to us today:  we must follow God according to how He has called us to walk and be faithful regardless of the seeming differences of what He calls other followers to do.  


� Although the scriptures are not clear in this matter, it seems that all of these instances are simply different versions of the same, final event.  Regardless, the words that Jesus commanded are more important than the details of when or where they were delivered.    


� See Acts 2:38; 8:16; 10:48; 19:3-5; 22:16; Romans 6:3 for many examples.


� “Gospel” simply means “good news” but according to 1 Corinthians 15:1-3, the good news of Christ is the story of His death, burial, and resurrection. 


� Many religions today teach that water baptism is an optional act that people can do as a profession of their faith, but Jesus taught it as essential for salvation.  See also John 3:5, 1 Peter 3:20, and the myriad of scriptures that we will cover in future studies.


� See Matthew 4:7.


� See Acts 28:3. 


� See Acts 2:38, “be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgivness of your sins.”  





Endnotes





� Today, some “preachers” breathe on people in order for them to receive the Holy Spirit or some other spiritual gifts, but the scriptures never record any of Jesus’ disciples ever breathing on anyone.  The act of breathing on the disciples symbolized that Jesus Christ was indeed the Creator and only the Creator has the right and ability to breathe the breath of life into someone.  When a person receives the infilling of the Holy Ghost today, God breathes into them and regenerates their dormant spirit, but only God can give the Holy Ghost and anyone who breathes on someone to impart something spiritually is taking on the role of the Creator!  Nowhere in scripture does it encourage or even condone man breathing on man, and when we realize what the breathing symbolized, doing so is very akin to blasphemy!  





� There are several aspects of this story that warrant careful scrutiny.  First of all, what person dons their coat or more clothing if they are about to dive out of a boat and swim to shore?  Could it be that Peter intended to again “walk on water” and yet found out that it was the Lord’s bidding that made it possible the first time and that what God had helped him to do the first time was not possible on his own abilities?  





Another interesting point is that the disciples had ended their fishing trip about a hundred yards from shore.  When they get to shore, they will discover fish cooked over a “bed of glowing coals.”  I’ve been on enough camping trips to know that to get a bed of glowing coals, one must first have a roaring fire, and that a roaring fire on the bank of a lake can be seen for quite a distance.  How interesting it is that the disciples could have looked up and seen Jesus throughout the night and yet were so caught up in their dismal backsliding that they never glanced up until morning time!  








� As with many numbers in scripture, this one is full of symbolism.  This is the only time in all of the scripture that the number 153 appears in the text.  The scholar E.W. Bullinger points out that in the Gospels, there are exactly 153 unique individuals that were blessed, touched, or ministered to by Jesus during His earthly ministry.   For fun, the entire list is reproduced below.  Keep in mind that duplicates have been removed (in other words, Nathanael is the same person as Bartholomew so they count as one individual, etc.).   Stephen, the first martyr, probably did receive a blessing from Jesus Christ himself, but because the blessing is not recorded in Scripture then it is not included in this list. Likewise, Zacharias, Elisabeth, John the Baptist, Joseph, Simeon, and Anna were not blessed during Jesus actual earthly ministry so they are not included. The list is then of individuals who were directly blessed by Jesus Christ after 30 years of age. They are arranged according to what book of the Bible the blessing is in, the circumstance, chapter and verse, and number of individuals that were actually blessed in the story.





The Gospel of Matthew


1. The leper- 8:2 - 1 individual blessed by Jesus


2. Centurion and servant - 8:5 - 2


3. Peter's mother in law - 8:14 - 1


4. Two possessed with devils - 8:18 - 2


5. Palsied man and bearers - 9:2 - 5


6. Jairus and his daughter - 9:18 - 2


7. Woman with issue of blood - 9:21 - 1


8. Blind men - 9:27 - 2


9. Dumb man - 9:32 - 1


10. Eleven Apostles - 10:2 - 11


11. Man with withered hand - 12:10 - 1


12. Blind and dumb devil - 12:22 - 1


13. Brethren of the Lord - 13:55 - 4


14. Syrophoenician woman and daughter - 15:22 - 2


15. Lunatic child and father - 17:14 - 2


16. Blind men leaving Jericho - 20:30 - 2


17. Simon the Leper - 26:6 - 1


18. Mary, sister of Lazarus - 26:7 - 1


19. Centurion - 27:54 - 1


20. Salome (mother of Zebedee's children) - 27:56 - 1


21. Mary (mother of James and wife of Cleopas) - 27:56 - 1


22. Mary Magdalene - 27:56 - 1


23. Joseph of Arimathaea - 27:57 - 1


(47 total individuals blessed in Matthew)





The Gospel of Mark (excluding repeats of Matthew)


24. Man with unclean spirit - 1:23 - 1


25. Man, deaf and dumb - 7:32 - 1


26. Blind man - 8:22 - 1


(3 unique blessings of individuals in the book of Mark)





The Gospel of Luke (only blessings that have not been recorded above)


27. Son of the Widow of Nain - 7:12 - 1


28. A woman, a sinner - 7:37 - 1


29. Joanna and Susanna - 8:3 - 2


30. A disciple "follow me" - 9:59 - 1


31. The seventy disciples - 10:1 - 70


32. Martha - 10:38 - 1


33. Woman with infirmity - 13:11 - 1


34. Man with dropsy - 14:2 - 1


35. The ten lepers - 17:12 - 10


36. The blind man approaching Jericho - 18:35 - 1


37. Zaccheus - 19:2 - 1


38. Malchus - 22:51 - 1


39. Penitent thief - 23:43 - 1


40. The two disciples on the road to Emmaus - 24:13 - 2


(94 unique individual blessings recorded in Luke)





The Gospel of John (again excluding duplicates of those listed above)


41. Nicodemus - 3:1 - 1


42. Woman of Samaria - 4:4 - 1


43. Nobleman and sick son - 4:46 - 2


44. Impotent man (Bethesda) - 5:1 - 1


45. Woman taken in adultery - 8:11 - 1


46. Man born blind - 9:1 - 1


47. Lazarus - 11:1- 1


48. Mary, mother of Jesus - 19:25 - 1


(9 unique individuals blessed by Jesus in the Gospel of John)





47 + 3 + 94 + 9 = 153





The symbolism is fairly straightforward:  Peter had gone back to his old ways of fishing and the number of fish that he caught represented the 153 individuals whose lives had been blessed by Jesus that would be recorded for the world to read. Jesus then invited His disciples to come and eat of the other fish that Jesus already had prepared. These fish represented the individuals that would be touched by Jesus through the disciples and Peter. When we read the rest of the chapter we see that this interpretation of the significance of 153 fits the context of the rest of the story, for after feeding Peter, Jesus commands him to "feed my sheep."  Even in the symbolism of the fish, Jesus was letting Peter know that He was not finished with him yet! 





� As with most everything in this story, there is more than meets the first glance of the eye.  For example, there is a slight variation in the commands of Jesus regarding “sheep.”  The first Greek word for “lamb” refers to juvenile and extremely young sheep.  The second Greek word for “sheep” refers to an animal that is old enough to walk and fend for its self -- thus a reference to a more mature sheep.  The same word is used for sheep in the third instance, but the command is different.  In the second command, Peter is to “shepherd” the older sheep, and in the third, he is to “feed” the older sheep.  Taken together, we find that Jesus is speaking of the duties of a pastor and as a “pastor of pastors” the duties that Simon Peter would need to perform in the church.  





Even more enlightening is to understand the distinction of the Greek words used for “love” in this passage.  There are two distinctly different words used:  agape which translates as a sacrificial, giving all no matter what sort of love, and then phileo which translates as a more casual and brotherly type of love.   In the exchange, Jesus the first two times asked Peter, “do you ‘agape’ me?” and Peter answered with, “Lord, you know that I ‘phileo’ you!”  Peter was missing the point of Jesus asking if he was willing to sacrifice everything for the cause of the kingdom of God!  The third time, Jesus asked, “Do you ‘phileo’ me?” and Peter then grasped the distinction of what Jesus was saying and replied almost dutifully, “I ‘phileo’ you.”  The point was not whether Peter liked Jesus as a brotherly friend, but rather if he was willing to completely sacrifice all for the cause of Jesus Christ.  The distinction of the various Greek words brings out this fact, one that is not apparent to the casual English reader.  


          


� Indeed!  If I ask you to “go to the store and get me some cookies” and you look at me and repeat the command and say exactly, “go to the store and get me some cookies.”  Even though you have repeated the command, you have not obeyed the command!  In fact, in only repeating the command, you have actually disobeyed the command because you have not done what the command asked you to do.  Those who are baptized with the minister only saying “in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit,” are repeating the commandment of Jesus, but they are not truly obeying because the “name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit” is “Jesus!”  To truly obey the commandment of Matthew 28:19, we must be baptized with the vocal invocation of “in the name of Jesus!”  And that is exactly how that the disciples always did it!  


    


� Verses 9-20 of the Gospel of Mark, the so-called “long ending,” is one of the most heavily disputed portions of the scriptural texts.  Because of this, later translations usually set it apart by brackets, italics, or footnotes.  It is disputed because in the majority of the earlier texts that have been discovered, this portion of the text is missing, although there is a place there in the manuscript as if something should go there.  There are several possibilities as to why this is so, and no one can prove that they do not belong in the Bible.  It could have been that because of a misunderstanding or misinterpretations of some of the promises of Jesus in these verses, that some scribes took them out (thus the blank space in the most ancient texts).  Or it could have been that these verses were written by another author other than Mark, and simply added to the Gospel of Mark for convenience.  Many scholars have long noted the difference in vocabulary used in these verses as opposed to the rest of the manuscript of Mark (about one third of the words in the ending are either not found in the rest of the Gospel of Mark or are used differently than they are in the Gospel).  From such evidences it is very likely that Mark was not the author of these final verses.  





That Mark was probably not the author does not, however, indicate that these verses should not be included in scripture as inspired by God.  In fact, all sources point to a very early date (somewhere around or immediately after A.D. 110) for the addition to the Gospel and all references to these verses indicate that they were accepted by the early apostolic church as being divinely inspired.  These verses only reinforce doctrines and teachings that are given elsewhere in scripture and we have explained them in this study in such a way as to harmonize with the rest of the teachings of Jesus and the Apostles.  Rather than let the uncertainty of the author cast doubt upon these verses, we should do as we do with the book of Hebrews and let the content and the early church’s acceptance of these books indicate to us that they should definitely be there, footnotes not with standing.           
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